
















	Neoliberals	 Yes.	 Good.	Globalist	Marxists	 Yes.	 Bad	(for	socialist	reasons).	Conservative	nationalists	 Yes.	 Bad	(for	nationalist	reasons).	Social	democratic	sceptics	 No.	 Bad	because:	(a)	unequal,	i.e.,	not	global;	or	(b)	not	route	to	solving	poverty	(protectionism	better).	Social	democratic	globalists	 Yes	 Good,	if	subjected	to	global	regulation.	
	 	 	
	One	issue	discussed	in	this	book	is	the	tendency	towards	pluralist,	hybrid	and	multidimensional	views	of	globalization.	Such	views	see	globalization	as	operating	at	different	levels,	from	the	economic	to	the	cultural	or	political.	Sometimes	emphases	on	













	When	the	deﬁnitions	of	globalization	supplied	by	these	authors	are	put	together,	what	does	it	all	add	up	to?	Globalization	involves	the	compression	of	space	such	that	distance	is	less	of	a	factor	than	it	used	to	be	in	terms	of	knowledge,	communication	and	movement.	Geography	and	territory	is	undermined	and	things	start	to	develop	at	a	level	that	is	more	than,	and	above,	inter-national	relations.	What	more	has	to	happen	for	this	to	become	globalization?		1	 Globalization	needs	to	be	global	in	distance.	Long-distance	or	transnational	extensions	of	economy,	politics	and	culture	that	are	regional	are	not	global	because	they	do	not	extend	globally.	It	would	be	a	lot	to	say	that	to	be	globalization	something	has	to	reach	every	part	of	the	world	but	it	is	reasonable	to	say	that	it	needs	to	reach	all	continents	and	most	parts	of	those	continents.	2	 Globalization	needs	to	be	globally	inclusive	in	inputs	as	well	as	reach.	So	something	that	extends	ideas	or	products	from	one	part	of	the	world	to	another	is	merely	the	extension	of	one	part	of	the	world,	e.g.,	Westernization.	Again,	it	would	be	a	lot	to	say	that	absolutely	all	parts	of	the	world	need	to	have	an	input	of	equal	weight.	But	globalization,	to	be	‘global’,	needs	to	have	inputs	from	across	continents	and	many	countries	within	them,	rather	than	be	just	a	one-way	or	very	unequal	process	from	one	place	to	another.	3	 There	needs	to	be	interdependency	rather	than	just	interconnection.	So,	if	a	stoppage	of	trade	in	luxury	goods	such	as	jewels	or	silk	has	no	signiﬁcant	repercussions,	maybe	this	is	not	real	interdependency.	But	if	a	decline	in	trade	has	signiﬁcant	effects	for	the	exporting	society’s	workers	and	economy,	or	for	the	access	of	the	receiving	society	to	goods,	then	there	appears	to	be	an	interdependency.	4	 There	needs	to	be	stability	and	regularity	in	relations	so	that,	rather	than	being	intermittent	or	temporary,	these	establish	a	structure	or	system.	5	 Some	other	aspects	could	be	added	to	make	a	more	demanding	concept	of	globalization	–	for	example,	that	it	needs	to	involve	more	than	elites	and	include	the	masses,	or	that	there	needs	to	be	not	just	globalization	but	also	global	consciousness.	People	need	to	not	be	just	doing	things	globally	but	have	an	awareness	of	the	globe	as	one	place.		As	we	shall	see	when	we	look	at	the	history	of	globalization	and	sceptical	perspectives	on	globalization,	the	use	of	such	criteria	leads	some	to	decide	that	what	is	taking	place	internationally	is	not	globalization.	At	the	same	time	these	are	tough	criteria	–	it	would	be	difﬁcult	for	anything	to	ever	match	up	to	all	of	them	fully.	If	you	see	globalization	as	a	process	moving	towards	such	criteria,	rather	than	as	an	end,	then	globalization	may	well	be	something	that	is	going	on.		Does	deﬁning	globalization	matter	beyond	the	issue	of	just	deciding	when	something	is	globalization	or	not?	This	is	not	just	a	question	of	academic	deﬁnition.	There	are	other	things	that	make	deﬁning	globalization	important.	One	is	that	it	ensures	we	see	the	power,	inequality	and	conﬂict	in	globalization.	Seeing	some	situations	as	globalization	–	as	inclusive,	integrated,	two-way	and	globally	extended	–	gives	an	impression	of	inclusivity	and	equality	that	is	inaccurate.	Questioning	whether	phenomena	meet	the	deﬁnition	of	globalization	helps	to	show	the	power,	inequality	and	lack	of	inclusion	in	the	processes	being	outlined.		
At	the	same	time	saying	that	certain	things	are	not	globalization,	such	as	ﬂows	of	capital	or	multinational	corporations,	is	not	to	deny	their	existence	or	importance.	What	is	being	described	by	globalists	may	not	be	globalization	but	may	still	be	happening	and	signiﬁcant,	and	thus	something	which	should	be	studied	and	analysed	carefully.	This	is	why	globalization	is	important	even	if	you	don’t	think	it	is	happening!		
Practical	note	on	reading	chapters	
	You	can	read	this	book	by	looking	at	chapters	on	areas	of	most	interest	to	you	and	not	reading	the	others.	However,	while	individual	chapters	stand	alone	they	are	overlapping	and	interlinked.	To	avoid	repetition,	I	have	sometimes	only	mentioned	brieﬂy	in	some	places	issues	that	are	developed	more	in	other	chapters.	At	the	same	time,	some	issues	are	of	such	signiﬁcance	in	more	than	one	chapter	that	they	are	mentioned,	to	some	extent,	in	more	than	one	place.			FURTHER	READING	The	literature	on	globalization	is	enormous.	I	haven’t	tried	to	give	a	full	range	of	references	in	the	chapters	of	the	book.	However,	at	the	end	of	each	chapter	there	are	suggestions	for	further	reading.	These	are	primarily	for	those	who	are	relatively	new	to	globalization	and	would	like	to	go	a	bit	further	on	any	of	the	topics.		Popular	textbooks	on	globalization	include	Ritzer	and	Dean’s	(2015)	Globalization:	A	
Basic	Text,	a	shorter	version	of	which	is	Ritzer	(2011)	Globalization:	The	Essentials.	Jones’	(2010)	Globalization	takes	a	different	approach	of	exploring	globalization	through	key	thinkers.		There	are	lots	of	valuable	readers	on	globalization.	A	useful	critical	reader	is	Appelbaum	and	Robinson’s	Critical	Globalization	Studies	(2005).	Lechner	and	Boli	(2015)	The	
Globalization	Reader,	Lemert	et	al	(2010)	Globalization:	A	Reader,	Benyon	and	Dunkerley	(2001)	Globalization:	The	Reader,	Ritzer	and	Atalay	(2010)	Readings	in	
Globalization,	and	Ritzer	(2007)	The	Blackwell	Companion	to	Globalization	are	all	very	useful	as	is	Iyall	Smith’s	Sociology	of	Globalization	(2013).		Held	et	al.’s	(1999)	Global	Transformations	is	quite	an	old	book,	but	is	an	introduction	to	areas	of	globalization,	with	a	historical	perspective	and	both	theoretical	and	empirical	information.	It	argues	for	a	transformationalist	perspective,	in	between	more	globalist	and	sceptical	views.	It	has	a	useful	companion	reader	edited	by	Held	and	McGrew,	Global	
Transformations	Reader	(2003).		Sociologist	Robert	Holton	has	written	a	number	of	books,	Globalization	and	the	Nation-
state	(1998),	Making	Globalization	(2005),	Global	Networks	(2007),	Global	Finance	(2012)	and	Global	Inequalities	(2014)	that	illuminate	issues	in	a	concise	way.	Scholte’s	
Globalization	is	a	good	book	at	an	introductory	level	(2nd	edn,	2005).		Sociological	perspectives	that	have	a	cultural	and	positive	view	of	globalization	have	been	mentioned	in	this	introduction.	For	a	powerful	critical	view	from	a	sociologist	who	brings	in	politics	and	economics	whilst	also	paying	attention	to	media	and	culture,	see	
Acts	of	Resistance	(1998a),	The	Weight	of	the	World	(1999),	and	Firing	Back	(2003a),	by	the	French	writer	Pierre	Bourdieu.	
